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New Corporate ifeadquarters and Grocery
Whole Foods Market is an Austin original and
so is the use of the land on which their head-
quarters and flagship store at 6th and Lamar is
located. Moving just down the street from their
original store, they set an example for urban
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infiiil and wise iana use.

Wise planning included recycling and reusing
materials from the buildings previously on the
site for construction of the new store. A thor-
ough hazardous materials cleanup on the site
was done, removing gasoline and oil storage
tanks.

Reduced Impervious Cover

This site was previously an asphalt covered car
sales lot. Whole Foods reduced the impervious
cover by 33% an1 increased the number of
parking spaces through careful site planning.
They removed all of the asphalt and recycled it,
then laid out parking and building footprints to
leave space for landscaped areas. This means
that rain water can now percolate through the
soil in landscaped areas instead of running off

into Shoal Creek. Then by using a three and a
half story parking garage, they consolidated
the impervious footprint and added more
parking spaces. This garage also offers respite
from the harsh Texas sun.

Cooler Surfaces

ALargc existing trees on the site were preserved

and many new trees were planted. Trees
planted on the City’s right-of-way provide
cool streets sidewalk shade and contribute to
our City's commitment to the Cool Communi-
ties Program. By using light colored locally
quarried limestone for the buildings and
concrete for the parking lot, which doesn’t
hold heat like asphalt, Whole Foods Market
made the area around their site more comfort-
able. The roofing is both a reflective galva-
nized metal and a white singlé ply membrane.
These cooler roof surfaces assist'in lowering
the building's cooling needs in the summer.
Clerestory windows on the third floor allow
natural day light to penetrate inside but not
our summer's heat.



Integrated Pest Management

Drought tolerant Xeriscape landscaping was
done throughout the site to reduce use of water.
An added benefit of Xeriscapé is that it is part of
and Integrated Pest Management (IPM) plan,
meaning that these plants will require fewer
fertilizers and pesticides. In addition to the
beauty, having contihually blooming plants on
site is part of an IPM plan. Blooms attract
beneficial insects thereby reducing the need for
pesticides. This also reduces the risk of water
pollution from landscape chemicals.

Alternative Transportation Encouraged

The site was designed for easy access by cars,
public transit, pedestrians and cyclists. Whole
Foods Corporation demonstrates their commit-
ment to reduce air pollution from their employ-
ees by encouraging alternative forms of trans-
portation, Employ=es who bicycle to work are
provided with lockers, showers and secure
places to store their bikes inside. Preferred
parking is given for bicycling customers. This

location is on several major bus routes.

How To...

1.
2.

Make the most of land use
Reuse an existing building.
Locate your next building within easy
access of infrastructure such as sewer,
electricity, natural gas, water, mass trans-
portation and biking distances for workers.
Provide showers and safe parking for
bicycle riders.
Reduce impervious cover by using porous
paving or building a parking garage
instead of expansive flat lot. This also
offers protection and shade for cars.
Use Permaculture and Xeriscape prin-
ciples for landscape planning and mainte-
nance.
Create an Integrated Pest Management
Plan for your premises.

To find out how your busiriess can be "BEST" call:
Sue Barnett
City of Austin Green Building Program
PO Box 1088
Austin, TX 78767
phone: 499-2458
email: sjp@greenbuilder.com
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